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1. Name of Property 
historic name State E p i l e p t i c Colony H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
other names/site number Abi lene State H o s p i t a l , Abi lene State School 

2. Location Rouehlv bounded bv S. 2 4 t h . Lakeside & Plum. Discont iguous 
street & number element roughlv bounded bv SH 322. FM 1750 & Indus- it/Al not for publication 
city, town Abi lene t r i a l B l v d . it/^vicinity 
state Texas code TX county Taylor code 441 zip code 79604 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

H private 
H public-local 

H public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
H building(s) 

[ x ] district 
• site 

H structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

15 
Noncontributing 

IL IL 

. buildings 

. sites 

.structures 

. objects 
Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

4. State/Federal Agency Cert i f icat ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

Nationajfiegister of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my^pdinion, Abrfprooeffy LxJmeets does /(9\/f9eet tli»-1slational Register criteria. See continuation shee 

signature of certifying official 
State H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion O f f i c e r . Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

lontinuatiqn sheet: , 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Cert i f icat ion 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

Hentered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet, 

undetermined eligible for the National 
Register. • ] See continuation sheet, 

undetermined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

m removed from the National Register. 
O other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Health care: Sanitarium 
Health care: H o s p i t a l 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Health care: Mental h o s p i t a l 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

C l a s s i c a l Revival 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

B r i c k , limestone foundation 
walls B r i c k , sandstone 

P r a i r i e School 

roof _ 
other 

Aspha l t , s l a t e 
Sandstone 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The State E p i l e p t i c Colony H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t e x h i b i t s a cohesive 
c o l l e c t i o n of h e a l t h care resources and includes approximately 35-acres i n two 
parcels about 2 1/2 miles southeast of Abilene's c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t . 
Rough confines f o r the d i s t r i c t are the c i t y ' s South 24th S t r e e t on the n o r t h . 
Lakeside Drive on the east, which curves around t o serve as the south boundary 
as w e l l , and Plum Avenue on the west. The colony's cemetery, a discontinguous 
element of the d i s t r i c t , i s southeast of the main grounds. Constructed i n 
phases over a span of more than 40 years, the m a j o r i t y of C o n t r i b u t i n g 
b u i l d i n g s i n the d i s t r i c t are masonry and r e f l e c t c l a s s i c a l and P r a i r i e School 
i n f l u e n c e d design. The d i s t r i c t r e t a i n s a high degree of i n t e g r i t y : a l l of 
the resources remain i n use and only a few have experienced s l i g h t 
a l t e r a t i o n s . Minimal new c o n s t r u c t i o n e x i s t s w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t ' s perimeter. 
A t o t a l of 17 resources (15 b u i l d i n g s , one s i t e , and one s t r u c t u r e ) , 
comprising 68 percent of the d i s t r i c t , are c l a s s i f i e d as C o n t r i b u t i n g 
elements. Nine resources are considered Noncontributing. 

Abilene s i t s on the Callahan D i v i d e , which crosses Taylor County from 
east t o west, and separates the Brazos and Colorado r i v e r basins i n c e n t r a l 
west Texas. Most of the county's t e r r a i n i s r e l a t i v e l y f l a t . Several small 
waterways f l o w across the grassy p r a i r i e s surrounding the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . 
L y t l e Lake i s approximately one-half m i l e east of the grounds. I n the 
d i s t r i c t are n a t i v e l i v e oak, post oak, mesquite and cedar and non-native 
black l o c u s t , pecan, and a l b e r t a peach t r e e s . Despite the c i t y ' s expansion, 
the Abilene E p i l e p t i c Colony r e t a i n s a r u r a l s e t t i n g . 

The modern campus l i e s between State H o s p i t a l Road (Maple S t r e e t ) and FM 
1750, two north-south thoroughfares, and South 21st and South 27th s t r e e t s , 
which extend eastward from Abilene. [See attached Continuation Sheet 7-6.] 
At the core of the e x i s t i n g grounds i s the 1903 campus c o n f i g u r a t i o n , a 
bullet-shaped c i r c u l a t i o n p lan. [See attached Continuation Sheet 7-7.] The 
curved side of the b u l l e t , t o the "east, forms a la r g e h a l f c i r c l e connecting 
f i v e ec[uidistant s t r e e t s r a d i a t i n g as spokes from i t s center p o i n t . One 
spoke. Main Avenue, running northeast from the 1903 A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g at 
the center p o i n t , connects w i t h Lakeside Drive and was the o r i g i n a l entrance 
t o the colony. West of the h a l f c i r c l e was a la r g e square commons bounded by 
Pecan S t r e e t on the east, 7th Str e e t on the south. Service Avenue on the west 
and 2nd Stre e t on the n o r t h . The square i s now d i v i d e d i n t o narrow east-west 
rectangles by 3rd through 6th s t r e e t s , a l l connecting on the east w i t h Walnut 
S t r e e t , which runs one-building-depth west of and p a r a l l e l t o Pecan. Outside 
of the bullet-shaped p l a n , f a r t h e r t o the west, i s a c l u s t e r of u t i l i t a r i a n 
b u i l d i n g s , some of which are of more recent c o n s t r u c t i o n on newer s t r e e t s w i t h 
random placement. 

The h i s t o r i c campus r e t a i n s s i x resources t h a t were p a r t of the colony's 
i n i t i a l phase of c o n s t r u c t i o n . S i t e d prominently, the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g 

[ x l See continuation sheet 
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(1903, S i t e Number 4) i s at the highest p o i n t of the campus and anchors the 
east side of t h e d i s t r i c t . To i t s n o r t h i s the Water Standpipe (the o r i g i n a l 
was constructed i n 1903, the extant standpipe was constructed i n 1910, S i t e 
Nun±)er 3 ) ; t o i t s south i s the Superintendent's House (1904, S i t e Number 8 ) . 
This l i n e of imposing s t r u c t u r e s f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e s the eastern edge of the 
campus w i t h the colony's most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y d i s t i n c t i v e resources. 
U t i l i t a r i a n b u i l d i n g s l i n e d the outer r i m of west side of the square, 
i n c l u d i n g a Power House ( S i t e Number 21), a Laundry ( S i t e Number 22), and a 
Bakery ( S i t e Number 23), a l l constructed i n 1903. These b u i l d i n g s were simply 
designed and embellished w i t h only s l i g h t a r c h i t e c t u r a l ornamentation. The 
o r i g i n a l h o s p i t a l b u i l d i n g , now demolished, stood on the n o r t h side of the 
square; no h i s t o r i c photographs of t h i s b u i l d i n g have been discovered t o date. 
C o t t a g e s — e a r l y housing f o r the e p i l e p t i c p a t i e n t s — w e r e p o s i t i o n e d on the 
south side; these are no longer extant. 

Dormitories constructed i n the 1920s and 1930s took the place of the 
p a t i e n t cottages. They are on the n o r t h and south sides of the square, f a c i n g 
the commons between. At one time three rows of d o r m i t o r i e s were on the south 
side, and two rows were on the no r t h side. The d o r m i t o r i e s ( S i t e Numbers 10, 
11, 13, 14, 24, and 25) are a l l 2-story, b r i c k r e ctangular b u i l d i n g s w i t h f l a t 
r o o f s . The entrance treatments have some v a r i a t i o n , but most have 1-story 
e n t r y porches w i t h f l a t r o o f s . Windows are symmetrically spaced and t y p i c a l l y 
have 1/1 wood frames. Decorative bands of b r i c k or cast stone e n c i r c l e each 
b u i l d i n g , u s u a l l y j u s t above the second l e v e l windows. Several of the 
do r m i t o r i e s also have embellished cast stone panels above the second l e v e l 
windows. Parapet copings are cast stone and add ornament t o the b u i l d i n g s . 
The chapel ( S i t e Number 19), also constructed i n the 1930s, resembles the 
design of the d o r m i t o r i e s . 

The 4-acre cemetery i s a discontiguous but C o n t r i b u t i n g f e a t u r e . [See 
attached Continuation Sheet 7-6.] Detached from the campus, the cemetery 
contains the graves of more than 1,337 p a t i e n t s d a t i n g from 1904. Most of the 
graves are unmarked, some have very simple tottOostones. V i s u a l c o n t i n u i t y i s 
not a f a c t o r f o r t h i s discontiguous s i t e since i t has always been separated 
from the campus. The cemetery i s geographically i s o l a t e d from the d i s t r i c t 
and the i n t e r v e n i n g space lacks s i g n i f i c a n c e . I n a d d i t i o n , recent highway 
c o n s t r u c t i o n segregates the s i t e from Ccunpus. This detached p a r c e l has strong 
h i s t o r i c a l a ssociations w i t h the d i s t r i c t ; however, since i t i s not the f o c a l 
p o i n t of the d i s t r i c t . C r i t e r i o n Consideration D i s not a p p l i c a b l e . 

Eight resources i n the o r i g i n a l campus are of recent c o n s t r u c t i o n and 
are considered Noncontributing. [See attached Continuation Sheet 7-7.] 
Constructed i n the 1960s and 1970s, these resources are t y p i c a l t o the era i n 
terms of t h e i r scale, m a t e r i a l s , d e t a i l i n g , and s i t i n g . Most are 1-story 
b r i c k b u i l d i n g s and appear long and u n a r t i c u l a t e d i n comparison t o the 
h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g s on the campus. These b u i l d i n g s are g e n e r a l l y v o i d of 
d e t a i l i n g . 

D i s t r i c t boundaries were selected based on the area w i t h i n the campus 
t h a t best represents the h i s t o r i c p e r i o d of the State E p i l e p t i c Colony. 
C o n t r i b u t i n g elements t o the d i s t r i c t r e t a i n t h e i r i n t e g r i t y t o a high degree. 
Resources t h a t were more than 50 years o l d were evaluated based on t h e i r 
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h i s t o r i c and a r c h i t e c t u r a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the campus. They were also 
evaluated f o r t h e i r h i s t o r i c and a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y , which represents 
both p h y s i c a l and a e s t h e t i c r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . Furthermore, the d i s t r i c t 
as a whole maintains these a t t r i b u t e s and the r e l a t i o n s h i p s among the 
d i s t r i c t ' s components are s u b s t a n t i a l l y unchanged since the pe r i o d of 
s i g n i f i c a n c e 1903-1941. The d i s t r i c t has been w e l l maintained; i t s plan and 
the resources w i t h i n are v i r t u a l l y u n a l t e r e d since c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

S i t e Number, Name, Category ( C o n t r i b u t i n g or N o n c o n t r i b u t i n g ) , Construction 
Date (estimated or f a c t u a l ) . D e s c r i p t i o n 

1 v i s i t o r Center Noncontributing c. 1960s 
This pr o p e r t y i s less than 50 years o l d and i s not compatible w i t h the 

scale, m a t e r i a l s , s i t i n g , or d e t a i l i n g of the d i s t r i c t . 

2, 9 Dormitories Noncontributing c. 1970s 
These p r o p e r t i e s are less than 50 years o l d and are not compatible w i t h 

the scale, m a t e r i a l s , s i t i n g , or d e t a i l i n g of the d i s t r i c t . 

3 Water Standpipe ( s t r u c t u r e ) C o n t r i b u t i n g 1910 
The water standpipe i s a c i r c u l a r metal s t r u c t u r e 90 f e e t t a l l and 22 

fe e t i n diameter. 

4 A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g C o n t r i b u t i n g 1903 
The A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g i s a 2-story, masonry C l a s s i c a l Revival 

s t y l e b u i l d i n g w i t h a rectangular plan and a hipped r o o f . The e x t e r i o r w a l l s 
are f i n i s h e d w i t h deep red b r i c k i n a s t r e t c h e r bond; the foundation i s rock-
faced red sandstone; the roof has s l a t e shingles. The i n t e r i o r r e f l e c t s 
c l a s s i c a l i n f l u e n c e s . The A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g f r o n t s east and i s seated 
at the highest p o i n t of the campus, at the center p o i n t of t h e c i r c u l a r d r i v e , 
and on axis w i t h Main Avenue, the o r i g i n a l entrance t o the colony. 

The main facade (east) i s punctuated w i t h a 1-story, 3-bay p o r t i c o . 
Sandstone steps, each e i g h t inches t h i c k , lead t o the main entrance i n the 
middle bay. The th r e e bays o r i g i n a l l y had three sets of double paneled doors 
w i t h glazed windows on the upper p o r t i o n s ; f o u r Roman Doric columns separate 
these o r i g i n a l entrances. Semi-circular f a n l i g h t s , now painted over, are 
above these o r i g i n a l entrances. The middle door was replaced w i t h a s i n g l e 
metal frame door, w h i l e the two outer doors have each been f i l l e d i n w i t h 
p a i r e d 1/1 windows. Above each f a n l i g h t i s decorative s c a g l i o l a ; a bracket 
decorated w i t h acanthus leaves i s at the peak of each f a n l i g h t . The 
enta b l a t u r e i s Doric w i t h l a r g e d e n t i l s on the cornice. Across the f r i e z e the 
word "*TEXAS*" i s symmetrically spaced, each character embraced i n a c i r c l e ; 
t h i s sign was added sometime a f t e r c o n s t r u c t i o n , and the e n t i r e e n t r y p o r t i c o 
above the steps i s painted white. 

The remainder of the main facade has symmetrically placed 1/1 windows 
w i t h f l a t l i n t e l s and p l a i n s i l l s , two on each side of the p o r t i c o and seven 
t h a t l i n e the second l e v e l . The sandstone l i n t e l s and s i l l s are painted 
white. Unpainted sandstone quoins mark each corner of the b u i l d i n g . The roof 
has p l a i n p r o j e c t i n g eaves w i t h exposed r a f t e r s . 
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The n o r t h and south sides are i d e n t i c a l , each w i t h symmetrically placed 
1/1 windows w i t h f l a t l i n t e l s and p l a i n s i l l s , also p ainted w h i t e . The back 
(west) facade i s s i m i l a r t o the f r o n t ; however, i n the place of the p o r t i c o i s 
a centered, c i r c u l a r , entrance t u r r e t . Sandstone steps lead t o the back 
entrance, a s i n g l e modern aluminum and glass door surrounded by quoins and 
topped w i t h an e n t a b l a t u r e . The second l e v e l of the t u r r e t has th r e e 
symmetrically placed 1/1 windows w i t h f l a t l i n t e l s and p l a i n s i l l s p a i n t e d 
white. Decorative c o r b e l l e d b r i c k i s on the cornice of the t u r r e t . The 
remainder of the back facade has symmetrically placed 1/1 windows w i t h f l a t 
l i n t e l s and p l a i n s i l l s , p ainted white. 

The i n t e r i o r has d e t a i l e d woodwork, s l a t e s t a i r s , and an open s t a i r w e l l . 
The A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g remains g e n e r a l l y i n t a c t . The sandstone steps, 
f r e q u e n t l y used, are beginning t o d e t e r i o r a t e . I t s two f i r e p l a c e s , a 
dumbwaiter, and two o r i g i n a l entrances are sealed. 

5, 7 Physician L i v i n g Quarters C o n t r i b u t i n g 1937 
The Physician Quarters are 1-story, 5-bay b r i c k r e c t a n g u l a r b u i l d i n g s 

each w i t h a f l a t r o o f . Each has a 1-story, wood e n t r y porch at the f o u r t h bay 
w i t h a hipped r o o f covered w i t h ceramic t i l e a t the f o u r t h bay. Windows are 
9/9. Above the windows a b r i c k s o l d i e r course e n c i r c l e s each b u i l d i n g . 
Simple cast stone parapet coping i s accentuated at the corners. The i n t e r i o r 
o r i g i n a l l y had oak f l o o r s except i n the k i t c h e n , which had linoleum f l o o r i n g . 
The b u i l d i n g s face east. 

6 Employee Apartments C o n t r i b u t i n g 1927-28 
A 2-story, rectangular b r i c k b u i l d i n g w i t h a f l a t r o o f , the Employee 

Apartments has a 1-story, wood c e n t r a l e n t r y porch w i t h a ceramic t i l e r o o f . 
Symmetrically placed windows are 1/1 and most are p a i r e d . Above the second 
l e v e l windows are decorative cast stone panels. Cast stone parapet coping 
adds ornament t o the b u i l d i n g . I n t e r i o r f l o o r s were o r i g i n a l l y oak. The 
b u i l d i n g f r o n t s east. 

8 Superintendent's House C o n t r i b u t i n g 1904 
The Superintendent's House i s a 2-story b r i c k b u i l d i n g w i t h a modified 

rectangular plan. Influenced by C o l o n i a l Revival design, the main (nort h ) 
facade has a centered f r o n t gable perpendicular t o the side gable r o o f . 

The main facade i s symmetrically proportioned w i t h a c e n t r a l e n t r y porch 
t h a t i s supported by Roman Doric columns. The wide Doric e n t a b l a t u r e on the 
porch r o o f accentuates the f r o n t door, which has p i l a s t e r s on e i t h e r side. 
The eaves have exposed r a f t e r s . On each side of the f r o n t gable i s a dormer 
w i t h a hipped r o o f . 

The east facade features a screened-in porch w i t h a balcony above. 
Present occupants have p a r t i a l l y r e s t o r e d the i n t e r i o r of the house, which 
r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l woodwork. 
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10, 13, 14, 24, 25 C o n t r i b u t i n g c. 1920s 
11 C o n t r i b u t i n g 1935 

The d o r m i t o r i e s are a l l 2-story, b r i c k rectangular b u i l d i n g s w i t h f l a t 
r o o f s . Entrance treatments vary, but most have 1-story e n t r y porches w i t h 
b r i c k columns supporting f l a t r o o f s . Wood 1/1 windows are symmetrically 
spaced. Decorative bands of b r i c k or cast stone e n c i r c l e each b u i l d i n g , 
u s u a l l y j u s t above the second l e v e l windows. Several of the d o r m i t o r i e s also 
have embellished cast stone panels above the second l e v e l windows. Parapet 
copings are cast stone and add ornament t o the b u i l d i n g s . 

12 Swimming Pool Noncontributing c. 1974 
This p r o p e r t y i s less than 50 years o l d and i s not compatible w i t h the 

scale, m a t e r i a l s , s i t i n g , or d e t a i l i n g of the d i s t r i c t . 

15 Recreation/Athletics/Psychology Noncontributing c. 1970s 
This property i s less than 50 years o l d and i s not compatible w i t h the 

scale, m a t e r i a l s , s i t i n g , or d e t a i l i n g of the d i s t r i c t . 

16 Home Economics B u i l d i n g Noncontributing c. 1960s 
This p r o p e r t y i s less than 50 years o l d and i s not compatible w i t h the 

scale, m a t e r i a l s , s i t i n g , or d e t a i l i n g of the d i s t r i c t . 

17 Canteen Noncontributing c. 1949 
This p r o p e r t y i s less than 50 years o l d and i s not compatible w i t h the 

scale, m a t e r i a l s , s i t i n g , or d e t a i l i n g of the d i s t r i c t . 

18 Education B u i l d i n g Noncontributing 1970 
This property i s less than 50 years o l d and i s not compatible w i t h the 

scale, m a t e r i a l s , s i t i n g , or d e t a i l i n g of the d i s t r i c t . 

19 Chapel C o n t r i b u t i n g c. 1930s 
The former chapel i s s i m i l a r t o the d o r m i t o r i e s . I t i s a 2-story, b r i c k 

rectangular b u i l d i n g w i t h f l a t r o o f . The entrance porch i s 1-story w i t h a 
ceramic t i l e r o o f . Windows are symmetrically spaced. Decorative bands 
e n c i r c l e each b u i l d i n g j u s t above the second l e v e l windows. The chapel also 
has cast stone parapet copings. The b u i l d i n g faces east. 

20 Maintenance Noncontributing c. 1950s 
This p r o p e r t y i s less than 50 years o l d and i s not compatible w i t h the 

scale, m a t e r i a l s , s i t i n g , or d e t a i l i n g of the d i s t r i c t . 

21 Power House C o n t r i b u t i n g 1903 
The Power House, at what was o r i g i n a l l y the extreme west end of the 

campus, has three components. The e n t i r e b u i l d i n g i s painted a dark b r i c k 
c o l o r . The south p o r t i o n of the b u i l d i n g i s a 1-story b r i c k r e c t a n g l e w i t h a 
f l a t r o o f . I t has symmetrically placed 4/4 windows w i t h segmental arches on 
each facade. A band of decorative c o r b e l l e d b r i c k e n c i r c l e s t h i s p o r t i o n of 
the b u i l d i n g above the windows. Simple cast stone parapet coping o u t l i n e s the 
top of the b u i l d i n g . The middle segment i s a large 1-story rectangular 
b u i l d i n g , w i t h a gable roof and exposed r a f t e r s , t h a t houses the b o i l e r room. 
The northernmost component i s a t a l l , c i r c u l a r , b r i c k smokestack. 
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22 Laundry C o n t r i b u t i n g 1903/c. 1920 
The Laundry, f a c i n g east, i s 1-story square plan b r i c k b u i l d i n g w i t h a 

f l a t roof and symmetrically placed windows. The e n t i r e b u i l d i n g i s painted. 
O r i g i n a l l y constructed i n 1903, i t burned sometime before 1920 and was r e b u i l t 
about t h a t year f o l l o w i n g the 1903 plan s p e c i f i c a t i o n s . Several l a t e r 
a d d i t i o n s are t o the rear of the b u i l d i n g . 

23 Bakery C o n t r i b u t i n g 1903 
The Bakery i s a 1-story square plan b r i c k b u i l d i n g w i t h a f l a t roof 

f a c i n g east. The e n t i r e b u i l d i n g i s painted. The main (east) entrance i s 
centered on the main facade, accented by a c o r b e l l e d b r i c k stepped parapet; t o 
each side of t h i s s i n g l e door are pa i r e d windows w i t h segmental arches. The 
o r i g i n a l windows have been replaced w i t h aluminum frames. A band of c o r b e l l e d 
b r i c k , above the windows, e n c i r c l e s the b u i l d i n g . 

26 Cemetery ( s i t e ) C o n t r i b u t i n g 1904 
The 4-acre cemetery i s a discontiguous but C o n t r i b u t i n g f e a t u r e . 

Southeast of campus, and detached from i t , the cemetery contains the graves of 
more than 1,337 p a t i e n t s d a t i n g from 1904. Obscured by underbrush, the 
cemetery i s not v i s i b l e from the nearest road. I n d u s t r i a l Boulevard. The 
cemetery i t s e l f i s cleared of most growth, and the scant grass i s c l o s e l y 
c l i p p e d . No t r e e s , shrubs, or p l a n t s landscape the cemetery. Most of the 
graves are unmarked, some have simple tombstones. The cemetery i s s t i l l i n 
use. 
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Photograph Log 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g 
State E p i l e p t i c Colony 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by Steven T. E l l i n g e r 
January 1990 
Negative w i t h Abilene State School, P.O. Box 451, Abilene, 79604 
East facade of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g , camera f a c i n g southwest. 
Photo 1 of 11 

Physician L i v i n g Quarters 
State E p i l e p t i c Colony H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by Steven T. E l l i n g e r 
January 1990 
Negative w i t h Abilene State School, P.O. Box 451, Abilene, 79604 
East facade, camera f a c i n g northeast 
Photo 2 of 11 

Employee Apartment House 
State E p i l e p t i c Colony H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by Steven T. E l l i n g e r 
January 1990 
Negative w i t h Abilene State School, P.O. Box 451, Abilene, 79604 
East facade, camera f a c i n g southwest 
Photo 3 of 11 

Physician L i v i n g Quarters 
State E p i l e p t i c Colony H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by Steven T. E l l i n g e r 
January 1990 
Negative w i t h Abilene State School, P.O. Box 451, Abilene, 79604 
East facade, camera f a c i n g northeast 
Photo 4 of 11 

Superintendent's House 
State E p i l e p t i c Colony H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by Steven T. E l l i n g e r 
January 1990 
Negative w i t h Abilene State School, P.O. Box 451, Abilene, 79604 
North facade, camera f a c i n g southwest 
Photo 5 of 11 

Power House 
State E p i l e p t i c Colony H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by Steven T. E l l i n g e r 
January 1990 
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Negative w i t h Abilene State School, P.O. Box 451, Abilene, 79604 
Southeast facade, camera f a c i n g northwest 
Photo 6 of 11 

Bakery 
State E p i l e p t i c Colony H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by Steven T. E l l i n g e r 
January 1990 
Negative w i t h Abilene State School, P.O. Box 451, Abilene, 79604 
East facade, camera f a c i n g northwest 
Photo 7 of 11 

Dormitories 
State E p i l e p t i c Colony H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographer unknown 
Circa 1940 
Negative w i t h Abilene State School, P.O. Box 451, Abilene, 79604 
Northwest facade, camera f a c i n g southeast 
Photo 8 of 11 

Dormitory 
State E p i l e p t i c Colony H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographer unknown 
Circa 1938 
Negative w i t h Abilene State School, P.O. Box 451, Abilene, 79604 
South facade, camera f a c i n g n o r t h 
Photo 9 of 11 

Water Standpipe 
State E p i l e p t i c Colony H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographer unknown 
Circa 1912 
Negative w i t h Abilene State School, P.O. Box 451, Abilene, 79604 
West facade, Ccunera f a c i n g east 
Photo 10 of 11 

V i s i t o r Center (Noncontributing) 
State E p i l e p t i c Colony H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographer unknown 
Circa e a r l y 1960s 
Negative w i t h Abilene State School, P.O. Box 451, Abilene, 79604 
Northwest facade, camera f a c i n g southeast 
Photo 11 of 11 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally statewide O locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X ] A H H B [ X ] C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ I H A Q C C H E ' N/A 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Health/medicine 
A r c h i t e c t u r e 

Period of Significance 
1903-1941 

Significant Dates 
1901-19ns 
i9?n... 
1930s 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
O'Connor, J.L.; Preston, W i l l i a m Proctor; 
Castle. David S. 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Texas L e g i s l a t u r e e s t a b l i s h e d the State E p i l e p t i c Colony at the t u r n 
of the century i n response t o an inc r e a s i n g governmental need t o administer t o 
serious i l l n e s s e s . Placed i n an undeveloped area of a west Texas town, the 
colony was designed around a formal plan. As a h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t , the colony 
meets Natio n a l Register C r i t e r i o n A s i g n i f i c a n t a t the s t a t e l e v e l i n the area 
of Health/Medicine, f o r i t s associations w i t h the s t a t e ' s e v o l v i n g a t t i t u d e s 
toward the treatment of epilepsy. The d i s t r i c t also meets C r i t e r i o n C at the 
st a t e l e v e l i n the area of A r c h i t e c t u r e , as an i n t a c t h i s t o r i c s t a t e h e a l t h 
f a c i l i t y , f e a t u r i n g c l a s s i c a l (1903-1905) and P r a i r i e School ( l a t e r b u i l d i n g 
campaigns i n the 1920s and 1930s) design. The Period of S i g n i f i c a n c e , 1903 t o 
1941, encompasses i n i t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n of the f a c i l i t y and l a t e r b u i l d i n g 
campaigns (1920s and 1930s as noted i n S i g n i f i c a n t Dates), as w e l l as the 
e v o l u t i o n of the e p i l e p t i c colony through the Nation a l Register 50 year c u t 
o f f date. 

For c e n t u r i e s doctors t r e a t e d many persons bearing c e r t a i n p h y s i c a l and 
psychological abnormalities w i t h a p a t h e t i c a t t i t u d e s and ignorance, working 
only toward c u s t o d i a l care and not e f f e c t i v e cures. By the l a t e 19th century, 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l advances i n medicine began t o d r a m a t i c a l l y increase c o n t r o l of 
various i l l n e s s e s and t o f o s t e r a b e t t e r understanding of those, such as 
epilepsy, t h a t could not yet be c o n t r o l l e d . Concurrently, a 1901 
re o r g a n i z a t i o n of the American Medical A s s o c i a t i o n t h r u s t the medical 
pr o f e s s i o n i n t o an era of re f o r m a t i o n . A growing cadre of progressive doctors 
devoted themselves t o the n o t i o n of f u r t h e r t r a n s f o r m i n g modern medicine 
through p u b l i c p o l i c y . As a r e s u l t of t h i s general reform, a new w i l l i n g n e s s 
t o accept and confront epilepsy took place from 1893 t o 1904 when s i x s t a t e s , 
i n c l u d i n g Texas, e s t a b l i s h e d i n s t i t u t i o n s f o r the care of e p i l e p t i c s . 

During t h i s p e r i o d a progressive doctor i n Abilene, T.B. Bass, 
recommended b u i l d i n g an asylum i n the community. Receptive c i v i c leaders 
adopted h i s advice as p a r t of t h e i r e f f o r t s t o s t a b i l i z e the community's 
economy i n 1897. Two Ab i l e n i a n s , Henry A. T i l l e t t , s t a t e senator and l o c a l 
b u i l d e r , and Captain John Tucker, a former Confederate s o l d i e r , were 
instrumental i n u l t i m a t e l y securing the e p i l e p t i c colony f o r Abilene. 
T i l l e t t , w i t h the help of Jcimes F. Cunningham, prepared a l e g i s l a t i v e d r a f t 
t h a t created an e p i l e p t i c colony. 

T i l l e t t was i n A u s t i n preparing the b i l l when he r e a l i z e d t h a t , i f the 
b i l l passed, Abilene would not be i n the running f o r the colony due t o i t s 

fx~| See continuation sheet 
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poor water supply. This r e a l i z a t i o n prompted the founding of the L y t l e Water 
Company (about 1898) and, consequently, L y t l e Lake, t o f u n c t i o n as the primary 
water source f o r the colony. J.G. Lowden, an Abilene banker, was c h i e f 
stockholder of the water company; Judge Fred C o c k r e l l and S.P. Hardwicke also 
held major i n t e r e s t i n the company. 

Tucker and W.P. Sabastian sponsored a b i l l i n the 1899 session of the 
s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e t h a t authorized the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a colony f o r e p i l e p t i c s . 
On February 3, 1899, Lowden received a telegram from A b i l e n i a n W.J. Bryan: 
" B i l l passed t o engrossment i n the House by a vote of 100 t o 19." The b i l l 
a uthorized the b u i l d i n g of an asylum and passed the Senate w i t h the added 
p r o v i s i o n t h a t the chosen c i t y donate 640 acres of land w i t h i n t h r e e miles of 
t h a t c i t y . The b i l l also s t i p u l a t e d t h a t the colony s i t e be centered i n 
"northwest" Texas, west of Fort Worth and n o r t h of Brownwood. 

Once the b i l l passed, Abilenians began a c t i v e l y lobbying f o r the colony. 
C o c k r e l l and Lowden sol d the necessary 640 acres t o a group of u n i d e n t i f i e d 
purchasers who donated the property t o the c i t y , which i n t u r n , o f f e r e d the 
land t o the s t a t e . 

On February 9, 1899, Governor Joseph D. Sayers appointed a 3-member 
commission t o examine other e p i l e p t i c f a c i l i t i e s i n the n a t i o n and t o search 
f o r a s u i t a b l e l o c a t i o n f o r the colony. The commissioners, Charles Ragan, 
H.M. Rainboth, and Dr. John Preston, examined colonies i n Sonyea, New York, 
Oakburn, Pennsylvania, and Palmer, Massachusetts, t o gain a comprehensive 
overview of these f a c i l i t i e s . They a r r i v e d i n Abilene on March 14, 1899, t o 
i n v e s t i g a t e the f e a s i b i l i t y of e s t a b l i s h i n g the colony. Following t h e i r 3-day 
v i s i t , the commission sent a l e t t e r t o Governor Sayers requesting t h a t a 
committee of l o c a l c i t i z e n s a s s i s t i n t h e i r i n v e s t i g a t i o n . Mayor A.M. 
Robertson, George L. Paxton, and J.F. Buck represented Abilene's c i t y c o u n c i l ; 
W.J. Bryan, J.F. Cunningham, Fred C o c k r e l l , T.O. Anderson, J.G. Lowden, D.G. 
H i l l , and J.W. Red represented the c i t i z e n s of Abilene. Unanimously, the 
commission decided t h a t the 640 acres the C i t y of Abilene o f f e r e d was "...by 
f a r the most s u i t a b l e f o r asylum purposes." The commission considered Abilene 
"...a most e n t e r p r i s i n g town..." w i t h the proximate Texas and P a c i f i c Railroad 
o f f e r i n g a d d i t i o n a l advantages. 

The s i t e selected was two miles southeast of the Texas & P a c i f i c 
Railroad depot and one m i l e from the c i t y l i m i t s , an important a t t r i b u t e . 
A u t h o r i t i e s b e l i eved t h a t such i n s t i t u t i o n s should be away from the noise and 
excitement of p o p u l a t i o n centers. Rural acreage a f f o r d e d a p a s t o r a l s e t t i n g , 
and farming was considered a healthy occupation f o r p a t i e n t s , as w e l l as an 
economical source of supplies f o r the colony. A h a l f m i l e west of the s i t e 
was L y t l e Lake, assuring the colony of an adequate water supply. Four hundred 
of these 640 acres were already c u l t i v a t e d or cleared, and 200 acres were set 
aside f o r pasture. A small f r u i t orchard w i t h 200 young t r e e s occupied some 
of t h i s acreage. The remaining 40 acres would become the campus, and included 
a new w e l l , 30 f e e t i n depth. The C i t y of Abilene donated an a d d i t i o n a l two 
acres of g r a v e l land f o r the colony's use. 

A f t e r r e c e i v i n g the commission's r e p o r t , the s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e 
o f f i c i a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d the State E p i l e p t i c Colony i n 1901 and appropriated 
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$50,000 t o e r e c t b u i l d i n g s and t o equip and operate the f a c i l i t y . The 
i n s t i t u t i o n was t o house and provide care f o r e p i l e p t i c persons r e s i d i n g i n 
mental asylums, j a i l s , overcrowded f a c i l i t i e s , and other u n s u i t a b l e l o c a t i o n s . 
A f u r t h e r a p p r o p r i a t i o n of $200,000 was s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
an a d m i n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d i n g , a h o s p i t a l , a superintendent's residence, and four 
cottages f o r e p i l e p t i c p a t i e n t s . The l e g i s l a t u r e s p e c i f i e d t h a t the b u i l d i n g s 
be constructed of "...rock or Texas made b r i c k . " 

The State of Texas h i r e d two a r c h i t e c t s t o design the e p i l e p t i c colony. 
J.L. O'Connor was born i n New Orleans, l i v e d i n Galveston, and e v e n t u a l l y i n 
A u s t i n where he worked f o r a r c h i t e c t A.O. Watson. O'Connor i s recognized f o r 
designing Brackenridge H a l l (1890) and the east wing of Old Main at the 
U n i v e r s i t y of Texas, constructed i n 1898 ( n e i t h e r b u i l d i n g remains e x t a n t ) . 
He i s also c r e d i t e d w i t h drawing the b l u e p r i n t s f o r d o r m i t o r i e s housing black 
p a t i e n t s at the A u s t i n State School and f o r the Sam Houston State Teachers 
College L i b r a r y i n H u n t s v i l l e (now known as Peabody Memorial L i b r a r y ) i n 1902. 
W i l l i a m Proctor Preston attended the U n i v e r s i t y of Pennsylvania's School of 
A r c h i t e c t u r e , one of only seven a r c h i t e c t u r e schools i n the country at t h a t 
time. L i t t l e else i s known of Proctor. 

The i n s t i t u t i o n ' s s i t e plan had t o focus on an unusual group of people 
w i t h s p e c i a l needs: e p i l e p t i c s . Health care f a c i l i t i e s i n Texas had 
p r e v i o u s l y been c u s t o d i a l i n nature and not c u r a t i v e and p a t i e n t s were housed 
i n l a r g e h o s p i t a l b u i l d i n g s d i v i d e d i n t o various wings and wards. A ward was 
a large room t h a t accommodated a number of p a t i e n t s r e q u i r i n g s i m i l a r 
treatment. Progressive doctors and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s working towards 
reformations i n medicine and h e a l t h advocated a "cottage p l a n " and at the t u r n 
of the century t h i s system was adopted around the country as w e l l as i n Texas. 
Physicians b e l i e v e d the "cottage plan" provided a more comfortable and 
r e l a x i n g s e t t i n g and allowed p a t i e n t s t o be more independent. A r c h i t e c t s 
O'Connor and Preston merged the "cottage plan" w i t h contemporary c l a s s i c a l 
planning techniques t o meet the colony's p h y s i c a l requirements. 

The i n s t i t u t i o n ' s plan r e f l e c t e d popular contemporaneous design 
elements. The 1893 World's Columbian E x p o s i t i o n i n Chicago brought c l a s s i c a l 
design t o n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n , w i t h dramatic colonnaded b u i l d i n g s arranged 
around a c e n t r a l c o u r t . At the time, c o l l e g e campuses f r e q u e n t l y implemented 
such a plan, f o l l o w i n g the layout of a colonnaded "academical v i l l a g e " — an 
open, rec t a n g u l a r lawn or green w i t h l a r g e b u i l d i n g s anchoring one or both 
ends and modest l i v i n g q uarters l i n i n g the remaining perimeter. P h y s i c a l l y 
s i m i l a r t o a c o l l e g e campus, the arrangement of b u i l d i n g s at a h e a l t h f a c i l i t y 
also had t o address planning, r e s i d e n t i a l space, and t r a d i t i o n . The e p i l e p t i c 
colony's a r c h i t e c t s pursued a c l a s s i c a l theme, modeling t h e i r plan on t h i s 
popular design f o r c o l l e g e s e t t i n g s w i t h open space surrounded by f u n c t i o n a l 
s t r u c t u r e s . The State E p i l e p t i c Colony's o r i g i n a l plan expressed such an 
arrangement w i t h the most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y d i s t i n c t i v e resources at one end of 
campus, the u t i l i t a r i a n b u i l d i n g s at the opposite end, and r e s i d e n t i a l u n i t s 
along the perimeter. 

To complement t h i s plan, the b u i l d i n g s incorporated forms and 
ornamentation t h a t r e f l e c t e d c l a s s i c a l i n f l u e n c e s . The Columbian Ex p o s i t i o n 
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aroused i n t e r e s t i n r e v i v i n g c l a s s i c a l s t y l e s t h a t became pr e v a l e n t throughout 
the country d u r i n g the f i r s t h a l f of the 20th century. These s t y l e s 
"...emphasized the greatness and the r e p u b l i c a n legacy of t h e United States by 
adapting the a r c h i t e c t u r e of past r e p u b l i c s " and represented America's 
awakening i n t e r e s t i n p a t r i o t i s m d u r i n g the l a t e 19th and e a r l y 20th c e n t u r i e s 
(Wilson, 90). " . . . [ I I d e a l l y s u i t e d t o any b u i l d i n g r e q u i r i n g easy p u b l i c 
access t o a few f l o o r s , c o n t r o l l e d v e r t i c a l movement, and a high degree of 
f u n c t i o n a l u t i l i t y . . . " , a r c h i t e c t s considered such design s u i t a b l e f o r 
handling e n t i r e l y new b u i l d i n g types (Wilson, 88). Symmetrical plans ( o f t e n 
r e c t a n g u l a r ) , broad expanses of p l a i n , smooth w a l l surfaces, f e n e s t r a t i o n 
symmetrically arranged and defined w i t h l i n t e l s ( r a t h e r than p o r t i c o s w i t h 
arches or pediments), s i n g l e columns ( r a t h e r than coupled columns), p i l a s t e r s , 
d e n t i l s and p l a i n r o o f l i n e s t y p i f y c l a s s i c a l composition. 

Most of the b u i l d i n g s at the State E p i l e p t i c Colony evoke s i m p l i f i e d 
expressions of c l a s s i c a l a r c h i t e c t u r e adapted t o popular trends and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l design. The 1903 A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g was designed t o be 
v e r t i c a l , e a s i l y accessible, and u t i l i t a r i a n , a t t r i b u t e s associated w i t h 
C l a s s i c a l Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e . The most e l a b o r a t e l y d e t a i l e d b u i l d i n g a t the 
colony, i t features a rectangular plan, smooth w a l l surfaces, and symmetrical 
f e n e s t r a t i o n w i t h accented l i n t e l s . The i n t e r i o r r e f l e c t s c l a s s i c a l 
i n f l u e n c e s w i t h i r o n s c r o l l work on the s t a i r w e l l and i n t r i c a t e woodwork w i t h 
d e n t i l s . The Bakery (1903), the Power House (1903), and t h e Laundry (c. 1920, 
r e b u i l t a f t e r a f i r e , using the 1903 plan s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ) are also v e r t i c a l , 
accessible and u t i l i t a r i a n . They were constructed t o serve p r a c t i c a l 
f u n c t i o n s and as a r e s u l t are much less d e t a i l e d . Each f e a t u r e s a symmetrical 
plan, g e n e r a l l y smooth w a l l surfaces, and balanced f e n e s t r a t i o n . 

The Superintendent's House (1904) i s u n l i k e the other b u i l d i n g s at the 
f a c i l i t y . The only s i n g l e f a m i l y d w e l l i n g at the colony, i t i s a w e l l 
executed example of C o l o n i a l Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e . A popular s t y l e f o r 
domestic b u i l d i n g s a f t e r the t u r n of the century. C o l o n i a l Revival was the 
precursor t o l a t e r r e v i v a l designs f o r popular residences. Embellishments 
t h a t r e f l e c t t h i s s t y l i s t i c i n f l u e n c e include o v e r a l l symmetry, the 
accentuated f r o n t entrance, and multi-pane g l a z i n g i n double hung windows. 

The i n i t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n of the colony, w i t h the exception of t h e 
Superintendent's House, was completed i n March 1904, s i x months a f t e r the 
pr e d i c t e d completion date. Just a few weeks l a t e r the colony's water tower 
collapsed. As described i n a telegram t o Governor Lanham, the wreckage was a 
mass of t w i s t e d i r o n . An elevated wood tank was i n s t a l l e d t o provide water 
t e m p o r a r i l y . I n 1910, a 90-foot s t e e l standpipe was erected near the s i t e of 
the o r i g i n a l water r e s e r v o i r f o r a cost of $7,500. 

A board of s i x governor-appointed managers d i r e c t e d t h i s and a l l s i m i l a r 
h e a l t h i n s t i t u t i o n s i n the s t a t e . The San Antonio State H o s p i t a l had 
supervised planning and c o n s t r u c t i n g the State E p i l e p t i c Colony u n t i l 1903 
when Governor S.W.T. Lanham appointed Dr. John Preston t o serve as 
superintendent. Previous t o h i s appointment. Dr. Preston had served as the 
superintendent at the Asylum f o r the Insane i n T e r r e l l , Texas, and on the 



NPS Form IMOO* OUB Aetmtl Ma. 101*001$ 
(MB) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page ^ s t a t e E p i l e p t i c Colony HD Taylor Co., TX 

commission t o secure the s i t e f o r the State E p i l e p t i c Colony. The Governor 
appointed Dr. T.B. Bass and J.H. Eastland as Preston's a s s i s t a n t s . 

Superintendent Preston became responsible f o r a l l phases of the colony's 
operations and development. He i n i t i a l l y h i r e d 12 s t a f f members and 18 nurses 
and attendants. Most of Preston's correspondence d u r i n g h i s f i r s t year as 
superintendent d e a l t w i t h p a t i e n t admission requirements as o u t l i n e d by the 
s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e i n 1903. Accordingly, only c i t i z e n s of Texas i n general 
good h e a l t h t h a t were not mentally retarded could be admitted, w i t h the 
recommendation of a l o c a l county judge and p h y s i c i a n . P a t i e n t s c l a s s i f i e d as 
" s t a t e " received f r e e board, medication, and treatment; p a t i e n t s c l a s s i f i e d as 
" p r i v a t e " paid f i v e d o l l a r s per week f o r these serv i c e s . The f i r s t 104 
p a t i e n t s , as the l e g i s l a t u r e r e q u i r e d , were e p i l e p t i c s t r a n s f e r r e d out of 
insane asylums. The f i r s t p a t i e n t was admitted March 26, 1904. 

Bass, one of Preston's a s s i s t a n t s , became superintendent of the colony 
i n 1909. He conducted various t e s t s t o discover the causes of ep i l e p s y . His 
e a r l i e s t documented research consisted of i n j e c t i n g p a t i e n t s w i t h c r o t a l i n , 
the venom of r a t t l e s n a k e s . I n 1913 he r e p o r t e d , " I have continued the 
c r o t a l i n or r a t t l e s n a k e venom treatment; i t i s r i g h t severe, but seems t o 
b e n e f i t some cases. I can't say at t h i s time t h a t any w i l l be permanently 
helped." Bass and h i s colleagues g e n e r a l l y used l i m i n a l Bromide as medication 
t o help subdue e p i l e p t i c convulsions. U n t i l l a t e r discovery and use of a n t i 
convulsant drugs, a d d i t i o n a l treatment f o r c o n t r o l l i n g e p i l e p t i c seizures 
consisted of proper d i e t , l i g h t work, regimented schedule, and exercise. 

The f i r s t examination of asylums i n Texas took place i n 1916 when 
i n v e s t i g a t o r s recommended t h a t s t a t e h e a l t h i n s t i t u t i o n s be placed under the 
c o n t r o l of a c e n t r a l board. The L e g i s l a t u r e responded i n 1919 by o r g a n i z i n g 
the State Board of C o n t r o l , which replaced the Board of Managers. That same 
year, f a c i l i t i e s across the s t a t e were renamed " s t a t e h o s p i t a l s , " a term 
suggesting treatment r a t h e r than guardianship and f u r t h e r i n d i c a t i n g reform i n 
the h e a l t h and medicine professions; thus t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n became Abilene 
State H o s p i t a l . These changes created a more i n t e n s i v e system of monitoring 
such i n s t i t u t i o n s and encouraged a general t r e n d toward r e g u l a t i n g h e a l t h 
f a c i l i t i e s , which r e f l e c t e d the growing acceptance of progressive a t t i t u d e s . 

The o r i g i n a l p a t i e n t p o p u l a t i o n of 104 had grown t o almost 1,000 by the 
1920s, d i c t a t i n g a need f o r more b u i l d i n g s , i n p a r t i c u l a r , r e s i d e n t i a l space. 
The increased p a t i e n t p o p u l a t i o n made cottages less advantageous, and 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s chose t o con s t r u c t d o r m i t o r i e s on the campus. Records do not 
reveal e x a c t l y when or how many were constructed, but P r a i r i e School design 
i n f l u e n c e d those d o r m i t o r i e s b u i l t i n the 1920s. The f i v e e x t a n t d o r m i t o r i e s 
constructed during t h i s p e r i o d are s i m i l a r i n form, e x h i b i t i n g 2-story, 
modified r e c t a n g u l a r plans. They share a h o r i z o n t a l emphasis and express 
nuances of c l a s s i c i s m as seen i n a b s t r a c t ornamentation and en±iellishments 
t h a t r e f e r t o c l a s s i c a l l y derived m o t i f s . Each b u i l d i n g i s s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t 
but maintains p l a i n , smooth e x t e r i o r surfaces, balanced f e n e s t r a t i o n defined 
w i t h f l a t l i n t e l s , p i l a s t e r s , d e n t i l s , and p l a i n roof l i n e s . 
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As the number of p a t i e n t s grew at the Abilene State H o s p i t a l , so d i d the 
need f o r employees and employee housing f a c i l i t i e s . I n 1927-28, the Employee 
Apartment House was constructed. David S. Castle, a prominent West Texas 
a r c h i t e c t who p r a c t i c e d i n Abilene from 1913 t o 1956, designed the b u i l d i n g , 
again f o l l o w i n g s i m p l i f i e d themes of c l a s s i c i s m , i n a P r a i r i e School 
inf l u e n c e d composition. 

Largely s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g , the campus had grown t o i n c l u d e an i c e p l a n t , 
machine shop, carpenter shop, p a i n t shop, barber shop, shoe shop, mattress 
shop, and garage. P a t i e n t s worked i n these f a c i l i t i e s as p a r t of t h e i r 
treatment. Several of these b u i l d i n g s were at the outer r i m of the west side 
of the present h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . Most of these b u i l d i n g s have been 
demolished or a l t e r e d beyond r e c o g n i t i o n . 

Continued growth of the h o s p i t a l l e d t o f u r t h e r expansion of the 
f a c i l i t y . Employees numbered 162 i n 1931, more than quadrupling since the 
doors f i r s t opened at the h o s p i t a l . By 1937, the need f o r more f a c i l i t i e s 
r e q u i r e d the c o n s t r u c t i o n of two Physicians L i v i n g Quarters t h a t G a s k i l l -
McDaniel A r c h i t e c t s designed. These small b u i l d i n g s express very l i t t l e 
s t y l i s t i c i n f l u e n c e , but modestly resemble c l a s s i c a l forms, smooth e x t e r i o r 
w a l l surfaces, balanced f e n e s t r a t i o n w i t h l i n t e l s , and p l a i n roof l i n e s . 

World War I I d i v e r t e d resources and a t t e n t i o n away from h e a l t h care i n 
the 1940s. Many s t a f f members j o i n e d the m i l i t a r y t o a s s i s t i n the war e f f o r t 
or had t o be dismissed because of lack of funding. The consequence of t h e i r 
departure decreased s u p e r v i s i o n at the f a c i l i t y and elevated o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 
p a t i e n t s t o escape. Several ran away t o p i c k c o t t o n , according t o the 
i n s t i t u t i o n ' s records. The i n f l a t i o n brought on by the war constrained the 
a b i l i t y of the h o s p i t a l t o adhere t o a budget. However, Bass managed t o 
r e t a i n enough employees t o keep the f a c i l i t y open. By the end of the war, the 
f a c i l i t y began t o regain funding, the p a t i e n t p o p u l a t i o n had grown t o 1,324, 
and the labor f o r c e included 202 workers. 

Breakthroughs i n medicine f o l l o w i n g World War I I b e n e f i t t e d persons 
a f f l i c t e d w i t h epilepsy as e f f e c t i v e a n t i - c o n v u l s a n t drugs became widely 
accepted. As a r e s u l t , the need f o r i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d e p i l e p t i c care 
g r a d u a l l y d e c l i n e d and, i n 1955, the Texas Research Council suggested t h a t the 
f a c i l i t y ' s purpose be changed t o educate and care f o r the m e n t a l l y retarded. 
This t r a n s f o r m a t i o n became o f f i c i a l i n 1957 and the name of the i n s t i t u t i o n 
was also changed t o Abilene State School. 

Presently the s t a t e school campus encompasses ne a r l y 100 acres, serves 
approximately 750 mentally retarded p a t i e n t s , and employs 1,700. The h i s t o r i c 
b u i l d i n g s remain i n use, some r e t a i n i n g t h e i r o r i g i n a l f u n c t i o n , such as the 
Superintendent's House and the Power House. The o l d d o r m i t o r i e s now operate 
as r e h a b i l i t a t i o n workshops, storage space, and a c t i v i t y centers. 

The State E p i l e p t i c Colony has, throughout i t s h i s t o r y , undergone 
dramatic p h i l o s o p h i c a l change and p h y s i c a l growth. Founded i n response t o 
t u r n of the century h e a l t h and medical needs, the i n s t i t u t i o n moved away from 
c u r a t o r i a l care t o treatment of epilepsy t o a r e h a b i l i t a t i o n center f o r 
mentally retarded persons. Numerous recent b u i l d i n g s outside of the d i s t r i c t 
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boundaries r e f l e c t the growth of the i n s t i t u t i o n since i t s founding. Although 
the p h y s i c a l p l a n t has grown, i t maintains i t s h i s t o r i c c l a s s i c a l planning and 
design and i s worthy of continued p r e s e r v a t i o n e f f o r t s . 
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Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property: Approximately 31 acres 

UTM References: 
A 14/432240/3587020 B 14/432700/3587020 
C 14/432700/3586640 D 14/432240/3586640 

Verbal Boundary Description: 
The boundary includes a p o r t i o n of the h i s t o r i c campus of the State E p i l e p t i c 
Colony c o n s i s t i n g of approximately 31 acres t h a t are w i t h i n these parameters: 
s t a r t i n g at a p o i n t a t the center of the i n t e r s e c t i o n of Main Avenue and 
Lakeside Drive and f o l l o w i n g the center l i n e of the curve of Lakeside Drive i n 
a s o u t h e r l y d i r e c t i o n t o a p o i n t a t the center of the i n t e r s e c t i o n of Lakeside 
Drive and Pecan Avenue. Thence due south approximately 156 f e e t t o a p o i n t 
aligned w i t h the center of t h i s i n t e r s e c t i o n (and approximately 100 f e e t 
southeast of the southeast corner of the Superintendent's House). Thence due 
west approximately 913 f e e t , thence due n o r t h approximately 210 f e e t t o a 
po i n t t h a t i s a l i g n e d w i t h the center l i n e of Service Avenue, thence due west 
approximately 210 f e e t along the center l i n e of Mimosa S t r e e t , thence due 
north approximately 444 f e e t , thence due east approximately 406 f e e t , thence 
due n o r t h approximately 331 f e e t t o a p o i n t t h a t i n t e r s e c t s w i t h the center 
l i n e of Second Str e e t c o n t i n u i n g on due east t o a p o i n t approximately 212 
f e e t , thence due n o r t h approximately 112 f e e t t o a p o i n t t h a t i s a l i g n e d w i t h 
the center l i n e of Second Street (and approximately 48 f e e t northwest of the 
northwest corner of domitory #24). Thence due east approximately 812 f e e t t o 
a p o i n t t h a t i n t e r s e c t s w i t h the center l i n e of Lakeside Drive and f o l l o w i n g 
the center l i n e of Lakeside Drive i n a so u t h e r l y d i r e c t i o n t o the p o i n t of 
o r i g i n . 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 
The boundary of the d i s t r i c t includes the b u i l d i n g s and a s t r u c t u r e t h a t have 
h i s t o r i c a l l y been associated w i t h the State E p i l e p t i c Colony and t h a t r e t a i n 
h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y . Parcels of the o r i g i n a l grounds outside the boundary have 
been excluded because they contain a s u b s t a n t i a l amount of new c o n s t r u c t i o n 
not i n keeping w i t h the h i s t o r i c or a r c h i t e c t u r a l character of the d i s t r i c t . 

Acreage of Discontiguous Element: Approximately 4 acres 

072*1 Rsf srsncGS * 
A 14/433020/3585140 B 14/433220/3585140 
C 14/433220/3585060 D 14/433020/3585060 

Verbal Boundary Description: 
Using the center of the i n t e r s e c t i o n of FM 1750 and I n d u s t r i a l Boulevard as a 
po i n t of reference the State E p i l e p t i c Colony Cemetery i s a re c t a n g l e of 
approximately f o u r acres w i t h i n the f o l l o w i n g parcimeters: s t a r t i n g a t a p o i n t 
t h a t i s approximately 738 f e e t due west and 144 f e e t due n o r t h of the p o i n t of 
reference, thence due west approximately 627 f e e t , thence due n o r t h 
approximately 140 f e e t , thence due east approximately 627 f e e t , thence due 
south approximately 140 f e e t , which i s the p o i n t of o r i g i n . 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 
The boundary of the discontiguous element includes the area t h a t has been 
h i s t o r i c a l l y associated w i t h the State E p i l e p t i c Colony's cemetery. The area 
w i t h i n the boundary r e t a i n s i t s h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y . 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY S t a t e E p i l e p t i c Colony H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: TEXAS, T a y l o r 

DATE RECEIVED: 9/17/91 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 10/01/91 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 10/17/91 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 11/01/91 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 91001539 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

J ACCEPT RETURN REJECT / ^ ^ ^ O ^ ^ ^ DATE 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

Wl^iiLfi^/ iA|wiAei^^ ^ S-HobU's, .eu<?li;?n^ •teouoAj (Jfiui. 4-uu»kuaa^ 

• 
RECOM . /CRTTFRTA a W i i i - 1 d b K l 

DISCIPLINE frl'SVu^ 
DATE >p|g&i6>\ 

DOCUMENTATION see a t t a c h e d comments Y/N see a t t a c h e d SLR Y^N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c .current 

DESCRIPTION 

. a r c h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

.materials 

. d e s c r i p t i v e t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and j u s t i f y below 

Sp e c i f i c dates B u i l d e r / A r c h i t e c t 
Statement of Si g n i f i c a n c e ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
a p p l i c a b l e c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
r e l a t i n g s i g n i f i c a n c e t o the resource 
context 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n t e g r i t y t o s i g n i f i c a n c e 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs p r e s e n t a t i o n 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning t h i s nomination may be d i r e c t e d t o 

Phone 

Signed Date 
















































