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The Henry Sayles House, b u i l t ca. 1889 f o r an e a r l y Texas lawyer, 
businessman and author, i s a one and one-half s t o r y residence g e n e r a l l y 
c l a s s i f i e d as V i c t o r i a n i n s t y l e b ut encompassing s t y l i s t i c elements 
of the Queen Anne s t y l e . The house faces east onto Sayles Boulevard 
and i s flanked t o the south by South Seventh S t r e e t . The l o t includes 
252 f r o n t f e e t on Sayles and i s 156 f e e t deep. The e x t e r i o r of the 
Sayles House i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by i t s v a r i e d w a l l surfaces, window 
forms, and gable treatments. 

The e x t e r i o r o f the house o r i g i n a l l y featured three gabled bays and 
four dormers decorated i n various p a t t e r n s of cut shingles, g r i d 
p a t t e r n s o f one-half inch molding, and various window c o n f i g u r a t i o n s . 
The east, or f r o n t facade, has a p r o j e c t i n g bay w i t h a t h r e e - p a r t 
a-b-a p a t t e r n round arched window, carved brackets, g r i d p a ttemed 
molding, imbricated s h i n g l i n g , d e n t i l s and a decorated f r i e z e i n the 
gable end. Another t h r e e - p a r t a-b-a p a t t e r n window i s centered below 
the gable on the f i r s t f l o o r . A l l f i r s t f l o o r windows are e i g h t f o o t 
t a l l . One-story porches w i t h e l b o r a t e l a t t i c e - w o r k are located t o 
e i t h e r side o f the bay. A large dormer, c e n t r a l l y located over the 
f r o n t door, has d e t a i l i n g s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f the gable end o f the 
p r o j e c t i n g bay. The n o r t h and south facades also incorporate the use 
of a p r o j e c t i n g bay o f f - c e n t e r , w i t h a c e n t r a l dormer having s i m i l a r 
d e t a i l i n g . Each o f the three p a i r s of gables and bays d i f f e r i n 
treatment, w i t h the east facade being the most elaborate. A c e n t r a l 
dormer was removed from the west e l e v a t i o n d u r i n g an e a r l y a d d i t i o n . 

The a d d i t i o n t o the rear of the s t r u c t u r e was made between 1896 and 
1903, changing the house from seven rooms t o ten rooms downstairs 
and from f o u r rooms t o s i x rooms u p s t a i r s . I n keeping xvith the 
s t y l e of the o r i g i n a l house, the a d d i t i o n has matching s i d i n g and 
window treatment, and three dormers s i m i l a r t o those on the main house. 
The o r i g i n a l wood shingled r o o f i s s t i l l i n use on. the a d d i t i o n 
w h i l e composition shingles have replaced the wood shingles on the 
r e s t o f the house. I r o n c r e s t i n g around the f l a t peak of the roof 
was removed d u r i n g r e r o o f i n g . 

(Continued) 
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A chimney w i t h f i r e p l a c e i s located on the west w a l l of the f r o n t 
liedroom and i s the only one of three o r i g i n a l corbeled b r i c k chimneys 
remaining. One was removed from the rear k i t c h e n w a l l during the 
e a r l y a d d i t i o n , and another was removed from the nor t h w a l l of the 
d i n i n g room a f t e r c o l l a p s i n g i n a storm. 

Besides the rear a d d i t i o n , a number of r e l a t i v e l y minor i n t e r i o r 
changes have been made a t various times through the years. A porch 
on the southwest corner of the house was enclosed t o create space 
f o r an e a r l y bathroom. A t i n - l i n e d wooden bathtub has r e c e n t l y 
been removed from t h i s room. The f r o n t stairway was closed i n 1941 
so t h a t access t o the upper s t o r y was only from the added rear s t a i r s , 
c r e a t i n g an independent apartment. Plans are t o reopen t h i s s t a i r ­
way and t o r e i n s t a l l the decorative l a t t i c e w o r k and other t r i m t h a t 
once graced the entrance h a l l and s t a i r landing. Large s l i d i n g doors 
between the entrance h a l l and the f r o n t p a r l o r were also removed. 
Two cypress c i s t e r n s , fed by g u t t e r s and downspouts from the roof 
o r i g i n a l l y located under the house w i t h a hand pump i n the k i t c h e n 
hallway, have been removed. 

The present owners are r e s t o r i n g the e x t e r i o r of the house t o i t s 
appearance upon completion of the ca. 1900 a d d i t i o n . Included i n 
t h i s r e s t o r a t i o n i s r e f u r b i s h i n g decorative work, p a i n t i n g i n the 
o r i g i n a l color-scheme, and r e p o i n t i n g the chimney. New plumbing, 
w i r i n g , and a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g has been i n s t a l l e d , and a suspended 
c e i l i n g (ten f o o t f l o o r t o c e i l i n g height) i s proposed t o accomodate 
t h i s equipment. Once r e s o t r a t i o n work i s completed,the Sayles House 
w i l l be a good re p r e s e n t a t i v e example of the V i c t o r i a n era i n 
Texas a r c h i t e c t u r e . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Henry Sayles House was b u i l t ca. 1889 f o r a prominent lawyer, 
businessman and co-author of several important books on Texas law. The 
house, located i n Abilene, i s not only s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s connection 
w i t h the h i s t o r y o f a prominent Texan, but i s also noteworthy as an 
example of the Queen Anne s t y l e o f a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

I n 1852, Henry Sayles was born i n the Gay H i l l community near Brenham 
i n Washington County, Texas. He spent h i s e a r l y years there and studied 
law under h i s f a t h e r and other l o c a l lawyers as was the custom before 
law schools were e s t a b l i s h e d i n Texas. Sayles s t a r t e d h i s l e g a l career 
i n Galveston before moving i n 1886 t o Abilene where he continued h i s 
l e g a l p r a c t i v e and oversaw land investments belonging t o h i s Galveston 
c l i e n t s . 

Soon a f t e r moving t o Abilene, Henry's f a t h e r , John Sayles (1825-1897) 
along w i t h h i s f a m i l y , j o i n e d Henry and h i s f a m i l y , and f a t h e r and son 
establ i s h e d the law f i r m o f Sayles and Sayles. An a d j u t a n t general i n 
the C i v i l War, John Sayles was the f i r s t f u l l - t i m e law f a c u l t y member of 
Baylor U n i v e r s i t y , and h i s l e g a l w r i t i n g s compiled i n the 1876 s t a t u t e s 
became the forerunner of Vernon's Texas St a t u t e s . I n a d d i t i o n t o the 
p r a c t i c e of law, Sayles and Sayles continued t o c o l l a b o r a t e i n the 
w r i t i n g and r e v i s i o n o f books on Texas law, i n c l u d i n g : Sayles' Early-
Laws of Texas, 1888; Sayles' Real Estate Laws o f Texas, 1892; and 
Sayles' Annotated Texas C i v i l S t a t u t es, 1897. Besides h i s law p r a c t i c e 
and h i s w r i t i n g , Henry Sayles was also a c h a r t e r i n g d i r e c t o r and 
president o f the Abilene Land and Improvement Company which b u i l t 
r e s t r i c t e d s ubdivisions i n Abilene. Henry also donated land and cash 
which was the impetus f o r l o c a t i n g Simmons College, now known as Hardin-
Simmons U n i v e r s i t y , i n Abilene. I n 1889 Henry Sayles, prospering i n 
his law p r a c t i c e and business e n t e r p r i s e s , f e l t t h a t h i s f a m i l y numbering 

(continued) 
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s i x should have an a p p r o p r i a t e l y sized and s t y l e d home. He arranged f o r 
his house t o be b u i l t on "Boulevard S t r e e t " by b u i l d e r s R. W, M i l l e r 
and Samuel Calvin Wagner, e a r l y s e t t l e r s from Tennessee. The Henry 
Sayles house was one of the f i r s t houses t o be b u i l t on the boulevard 
l a t e r named "Sayles Boulevard" f o r the f a m i l y , which was a t one time 
the most exclusive r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t i n town. 

A f t e r moving i n t o the house, three more Sayles c h i l d r e n were born, prompting 
the enlargement of the house between 1896-1903. In 1908, Henry Sayles 
constructed and moved i n t o a s t i l l l a r g e r and more elegant house about 
one-half block t o the south of the f i r s t house, which was then deeded 
to h i s t h i r d son, John Sayles (1881-1958). In 1941 a f i r e badly 
damaged the top f l o o r and southwest p o r t i o n s of the house. I t was r e ­
modeled t o r e p a i r damages and a t t h i s time the in s i d e s t a i r c a s e t o the 
second f l o o r was removed and the f i r s t f l o o r , rear p o r t i o n comprising 
the 1896-1903 a d d i t i o n was converted i n t o a s e l f - c o n t a i n e d , independent 
apartment. 

John Sayles l i v e d i n the house u n t i l h i s death i n 1958, and his w i f e 
Frances l i v e d there u n t i l moving t o the home of her son. Jack Sayles, 
i n 1969. The house was vacant from 1969 u n t i l 1974 when Jack Sayles 
sold the property t o Mr. and Mrs. Richard D i l l a r d , the present owners. 
The D i l l a r d s are l i v i n g i n the house and are i n the process of r e s t o r i n g 
the p r o p e r t y f o r use as t h e i r p r i v a t e residence. 



• M A J O R BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
1. D i l l a r d , Richard R. Monograph by, 1975. 
2. Rogers, Richard, "Henry Sayles Residence, Abilene, Texas." H i s t o r y 

of E a r l y American A r c h i t e c t u r e f o r Professor W i l l Robinson, Texas 
Tech U n i v e r s i t y , Spring, 1975, Unpublished. 

IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA (^/recf?^ a s M ^mi^ ^/^<'^a^a^ 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 0.73 acres ^ ' i / 7 ( f '/Uihertn^c^ 

UTM REFERENCES (JW >>^d^ 

A|Ll i nM\(^'f^o\ 13.5-1 .̂91 .̂i^ B 
ZONE EASTING 

cLU I I • I • . 
J I • I • I . • I NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

I • I • I • • I Dl • I I I • I • • I I I I • I I i I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Northwest corner of i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Sayles Blvd. and South 7th St r e e t s ; 
l o t s B and C, and a p o r t i o n of John Sayles s u b d i v i s i o n o f Lot 11, ' 
Block 9, The Highlands a d d i t i o n t o Abilene, Taylor County, Texas. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE Joe R. W i l l l a m s , P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r  

Michael Yancey. Research A s s i s t a n t ORGANIZATION DATE 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission A p r i l 20. 1976 
STREETS NUMBER 

P. O. 12276 
TELEPHONE 

(512) 475-3094 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

A u s t i n Texas 78711 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS; 

NATIONAL i f STATE LOCAL _ X _ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation OffiQ|^for the National His 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in th€ r/ational ^ ^ i s t e r , 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Parf 

ct of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
been evaluated according to the 

; SIGNATURE 

TITLE 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f r i c e r 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PR0PE I^INCLUDEO 11̂  THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

izoa. 
• T i l RECTOR 
TTEST; 

DATE 

DATE 

KEEPER OFTHE NATIONAL REGISTER 



Property ^ O u U J * ^ ^  

State Working Number 4.29.76.3203 

TECHNICAL 
Photos 1 _ 
Maps Z_ 

CONTROL 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up Send-back 
Federal Register Entry ST^ 3-"^fe Re-submit 

Entered JUN 2 4 1876 

I N T : 2 1 0 8 - 7 4 

United States Department of the Inte-̂  National Park Service WASO No. 7 









































WASO-166 U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(August 1971) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 
T I M E O F C A L L 

/o P M 

1. CALL rO^TO, [ ~i FROM (Name) 2 . A D D R E S S ( T e / . JVo. i 7 n e e d e d ; 

d/^iunt ^ 

3, S U B J E C T . P R O J E C T N O . , E T C . 

4 . D E T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N 

^ ^ r ^ - - - A ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ / / ^ ^ 

n r V i ^ ^ ^ ^/^^ ^^^^ /3yr^76>/o 

N A M E O F P E R S O N P L A C I N G / R E C E l V I N G C A L L 

G P O 8 9 7 - 8 4 8 

JUN 2 4 1976 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TT'AS 

Date Entered m 2 4 1976 

Name Location 

LSiiyl^B, Henry, House 

Old D'Baals Historic District 

Abilene 
Taylor County 

D*Hanl8 
Umiftm County 

I 
u m 

I 
4J 

I 
i n 

o 

li 
I 

0i 

Glddlnga-Stone Mansion 

County CourthtMM 

Underwood, Anaaon, House 

IfeMgano Site 

ShaeluMboberteon House 

Also Notified 

Hon. John G. Tower 
Hon* Lloyd M* Bentsen 
•DB* OlMur Burle son 
Hon. AbrahsM Kssen, Jr. 
Hon. J . J . (Jake) Pickle 
Eon. Jokn Toung 
Hon. Bob Casey 
Office of Hon. Wtrlsht Pstnan 

BrenlMM 
Washington County 

Corpus Oirlstl 
Nueces County 

East Columbia 
Braaorla County 

TatuH Tlelalty 
Rusk County 

Austin 
Travis County 

State Historic Presexratlon Officer 
Mr. Truett Latlaer 
Ineutlve Director, Texaa Historical 

P. 0. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 7F7U 

INT: 2950-75 



t^HR Data Sheet 
h 

DATE: 
Reviewer INITIALS: ^ ^ l / 

ARS^I FEDERAL PXGISTER: ^ / f € 4 < J l ^ ^ ^ 6 ) 0 ^ N A M E AS IT i 

OTHER 

(D 
DOE JON 2 4 1976 

CITr TOWN 

STATE 

CONGBtbs iONA l O l S m i C I 

COUNTY 

OVVNLR OF PROPERTY '• (Circle) ^^-PRI^MTg^ STATE LOCAL CX>V'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

FEDERAL (AGENCY MAf!E) : ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

OUTW/ESy ROCKY I'.OUNTAI!; VJEST PACIFIC KORTm-;EST 

F E A T U R E S : INTEFICR 
. J f eubs t an t i a l l y i n t a c t - 1 
_ \m)cnovm - 4 
_ not appl icab le - 7 

— I n t e r i o r , e x t e r i o r , environs not i n t a c t - 0 

E^TFPIOH 

^>CubstanFial ly i n t a c t - 2 
unknovm .-5 

_ not applicable - 8 

y.'iFo:;s 
' ^ S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 3 
_. unknown -6 
_ Not applicable-9 

C O N D I T I O N - -EXCELLENT 

_ G O O 0 

_DETERIORATE0 

_ H U I N S 

_ U N t X P O S E D 

_t.'ncxcnvato'^ 

A * L 
,JNALTERED 

ALTERED 

-Reconstructed 
-Excavated 

4^ [(ORIGINAL SITE 

_ M O V E O 

—Unkncwn 

ACCESS— ^ — ' • ^ 

( Y e s - r e s t r i c t e d ; Yes-unres t r ic ted No access 

historic district"? YES /^NOl 

YES 

Unknown 

K i m i N NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAilDMARK? 
I F YES, NAME: 

YES (9 
ADAPTIVE USE; YES Saved ? YES 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) : (us^ "bcabulary words) 

then- ^ 

now 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

—JkRCMEOLOOT PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGV HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

^.^RCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

- I N D U S T R Y 

- I N V E N T I O N 

f i r s t - ' YES 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

) t t A w / C o v ' t / p o l i t l c S —SCIENCE 

—UTERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER ISPECIFYI 

SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

entertainment 
_ h e a l t h 

recreation 
settlement 
s o c l o / c u l t u r . i l 
urban & cotnmun 

planning 

'* oldest-' YES '*only'-' YES ^ 



architcct/m.bui 
— - S c j ^ ' l ( ^ i v t ^ l A i ^ m v engineer; 

landscap^garden designer; ar t is t /ar t isa , . 

in ter ior decorator: builder/contractor; 

ETHNIC GROUP: 

NAMES; 
(label role 

& 
• appropriate 

events 

inst i tut ional 

DATES: DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): C^^^^iJ^^^ ( "/j^ ^ 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: ( - 1^0^ 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

SOURCE, (OP NOMINATION) PRIVATE 

• OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY: 

A C R E A G E ; (to nearest tenth of an acre) 

LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

<̂ /-̂ •̂ /n\Tr'̂ T'TC• finclude architectural information here) 

30^Ur f^r^^MlJ^ 



PUBLICATION DATA SHEET 

State: 

County/indep. c i t y 

C i t y / v i c l n l t y 

PRIMARY TITLE 

(Secondary T i t l e ) 

Address/location 

Statement of s i g n i f ­
icance including cons­
t r u c t i o n date, a l t e r a ­
t i o n date, present use, 
and s t y l e . 

Statement of s i g n i f ­
icance including im­
portant peoples names; 
include key words f o r 
search of events and 
areas of significance. 

Ownership/agency 

Other surveys, include 
number of habs or haer 
drawings 

Date of entry 

Areas of Significance 
( c i r c l e those which 
apply to property) 

Indexing Items 

IA 

106 

107 

108 

109 

no 

111 

ifc 

112 

113 

CE 
CE 
CE 
-CE 
CE 
CE 
CE 
CE 

TEXAS 

ta y l o r county 

Abilene 

SAYLES, HENEY, HOUSE 

(john Sayles House) 

61̂ 2 Sayles Blvd. 

K3KX 1889—1890 Queen Anne house by builders R. W. M i l l e r 
and Samuel Calvin Wagner; altered 1896—1903; under 
restoration to c. 1900 appearance. 

Noteworthy example of the s t y l e , located on kiHHX 
boulevard that was once the most exclusive r e s i d e n t i a l 
street i n Abilene; b u i l t for Henry Sayles, prominent 
Texan lawyer, businessman, and author. 

Private. 

(6-21^-76) 

1. h i s t o r i c arcjj^ology 2. prehis t o r i c archeology 
3. agriculture^A> architecture 5. a r t 6. commerce 
7. communication 8. conservation 9. economics 
10. education 11. engineering 12. exploration 13. industry 
14. invention 15. landscape architecture ^6y law 

l i t e r a t u r e 18. m i l i t a r y 19. music 20. philosophy 
politics/government 22. r e l i g i o n 23. science 

24. social/humanitarian 25. transportation 26. entertainme 
27. health 28. recreation 29. settlement 30. social/culture 
31. urban and community planning 

Sayles, Heniy: CF 
Wagner, Samuel Calvin; CF 

Sayles, Henry, House, TX: CF 
Sayles, John, House, TX: CF 
M i l l e r , R. W.: CF 


