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DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Henry Sayles House, built ca. 1889for anearly Texas |awyer,

busi nessman andauthor, i sa oneandone-half story residence generally
classified asVictorian i nstyle but enconmpassing stylistic elements

of the Queen Anne style. The house faces east onto Sayles Boulevard
and i sflanked t ot hesouth by South Seventh Street. The |l ot includes
252 front feet on Sayles andi s 156feet deep. Theexterior of the
Sayl es House i sdistinguished by itsvaried wall surfaces, w ndow
forms, andgable treatments.

The exterior of the house originally featured three gabled bays and
four dormers decorated i nvarious patterns of cut shingles, grid
patterns of one-half inch molding, andvarious w ndow configurations.
The east, or front facade, has a projecting bay with a three-part

a-b-a pattern round arched wi ndow, carved brackets, grid pattemed
mol di ng, imbricated shingling, dentils anda decorated frieze i n the
gable end. Another three-part a-b-a pattern window i scentered below
the gable onthefirst floor. All first floor windows are eight foot
tall. One-story porches with elborate lattice-work are locatedt o
either side of thebay. A large dormer, centrally located over the
front door, hasdetailing simlar t othat of thegable endof the
projecting bay. Thenorth andsouth facades also incorporate the use
of aprojecting bayoff-center, with acentral dormer having similar
detailing. Each of thethree pairs of gables andbays differi n
treatment, with t heeast facade being t hemost elaborate. A central
dormer was renoved from t hewest elevation during an early addition.

The addition t otherear of thestructure was nade between 1896 and
1903, <changing t he house from seven rooms t ot enroons downstairs

and from four roonms t osix roons upstairs. | nkeeping xviththe

style of theoriginal house, theaddition hasmatching sidingand

wi ndow treatment, andthree dormers similar t othose onthemin house.
The original wood shingled roof i sstill i nuseon. theaddition

while composition shingles have replaced t hewood shingles on the
rest of thehouse. Iron cresting around theflat peak of t he roof

was renoved during reroofing.
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A chimey with fireplace 1 slocated on thewest wall of the front
liedroom and i stheonly one of three original corbeled brick chimeys
remaining. One was renmoved from therear kitchen wall duringthe
early addition, and another was removed from t henorth wall of the
dining roomafter collapsing i na storm

Besides therear addition, a nunmber of relativelymnor interior
changes have been nade at various times through theyears. A porch
on t he southwest corner of the house was enclosed t ocreate space

for an early bathroom A tin-lined wooden bathtub has recently

been renmoved from this room The front stairway was closed i n1941
so that access totheupper story was only from t he added rear stairs,
creating an independent apartment. Plans aret o reopen this stair-
way and toreinstall thedecorative latticework and other trim that
once graced theentrance hall and stair landing. Large sliding doors
between t heentrance hall and thefront parlor were also renoved.

Two cypress cisterns, fedby gutters and downspouts from t he roof
originally located under the house with a hand punp i nthekitchen
hal | way, have been renmoved.

The present owners arerestoring theexterior of thehouse to its
appearance upon completion of the ca. 1900 addition. Included i n
this restoration 1 srefurbishing decorative work, painting in the
original color-scheme, and repointing thechimey. New plumbing,
wiring, and ai rconditioning has been installed, and a suspended
ceiling (tenfoot floor toceiling height) i sproposed t o acconmodate
this equi pment. Once resotration work i scompleted,the Sayles House
will be a good representative exanple of theVictorian era in
Texas architecture.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Henry Sayl es House was built ca. 1889f or a prom nent |awyer,

busi nessman andco-author of several important books on Texas | aw. The
house, located i nAbilene, i snotonly significant forits connection
with thehistory of a prom nent Texan, but i salso noteworthy as an
example of t he Queen Anne style of architecture.

In 1852, Henry Sayles was born i nthe Gay Hill community near Brenham
in Washington County, Texas. He spent hisearly years there and studied
law under hi s father andother local |awyers aswas t hecustom before
law schools were established i nTexas. Sayles started his |legal career
in Galveston before moving i n1886 t o Abilene where he continuedhi s

| egal practive andoversaw |land investments belonging t ohis Galveston
clients.

Soon after moving t oAbilene, Henry's father, John Sayles (1825-1897)
along with his famly, joined Henry andhis famly, andfather and son
established thelaw firm of Sayl es and Sayles. An adjutant generali n
the Civil War, John Sayles was thefirst full-time I aw faculty menber of
Bayl or University, andhis legal writings compiled i nthe 1876 statutes
became t heforerunner of Vernon's Texas Statutes. | naddition t o the
practice of | aw, Sayles and Sayl es continued t ocollaborate i n the
writing andrevision of books on Texas | aw, including: Sayles' Early-
Laws of Texas, 1888; Sayles' Real Estate Laws of Texas, 1892; and

Sayl es' Annotated Texas Civil Statutes, 1897. Besides his lawpractice
and hiswriting, Henry Sayles was also a chartering director and
president of t heAbilene Land and I nprovement Conpany which built
restricted subdivisions i1 nAbilene. Henry also donated |and andcash
which was t he i mpetus for locating Si mmons Col |l ege, nowknown as Hardin-
Simmons University, 1 nAbilene. | Nn1889 Henry Sayles, prosperingi n

his |l awpractice andbusiness enterprises, felt that his famly numbering

(continued)
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six should have an appropriately sized and styled honme. He arrangedfor
his house t o bebuilt on "Boulevard Street" by builders R W M ller
and Sanuel Calvin WAagner, early settlers from Tennessee. The Henry
Sayl es house was one of thefirst houses t obe built on the boulevard
later naned "Sayles Boulevard" for thefamly, which was at onetime
the nost exclusive residential street i ntown.

After moving into the house, three nore Sayles children were born, prompting
the enlargement of t he house between 1896-1903. | n 1908, Henry Sayles
constructed andnoved into a still larger andnore el egant house about
one-half block t othesouth of thefirst house, which was then deeded

to histhird son, John Sayles (1881-1958). 1 n1941 a fire badly

damaged t hetopfloor and southwest portions of t he house. | twas re-
model ed t orepair damages and at this time theinside staircase to the
second floor was renoved andthefirst floor, rear portioncomprising

the 1896-1903 addition was converted into a self-contained, independent
apartment.

John Sayles lived I nthe house until hi sdeath i n1958, and his wife
Frances lived there until moving t ot he home of her son. Jack Sayles,

in 1969. The house was vacant from 1969until 1974 when Jack Sayles

sold theproperty toM. andMs. Richard Dillard, thepresent owners.

The Dillards areliving i n the house andarei n theprocess of restoring
the property for useas their private residence.
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